
Excessive Aggregation 

Collecting information from outside sources and compiling them together without 
significant addition of original ideas, connections, or insight, is considered 
excessive aggregation—another form of plagiarism.  

Consider the following example:  

Driving On a Flat Tire 

Drivers usually get a sinking feeling when they see their tire pressure light come on suddenly 
and feel a tug in one direction or the other on their vehicle. You know you have a flat and need 
to pull over. However, you find yourself in an unsafe area. Maybe it's a dark and abandoned 
road or one with little to no shoulder. As a driver, you need to know how to proceed in this 
situation. 
 
Safety 
Driving with a flat tire is not a safe proposition. Your car will not handle well, and it will have 
poor traction. If you feel you must continue to drive, proceed slowly and with your hazard lights 
on. Your first responsibility is to keep yourself safe. Remember that your tires and rims come 
second. If you find yourself on a deserted road or in a dangerous area, driving until you reach a 
safe and inhabited stopping place is a good idea. It may be hard on your car, but you will be 
protected.  
 
Tires 
If you drive far on your flat tire, it will undoubtedly be shredded. However, driving a short 
distance should not harm it. Experts say that driving your car several hundred yards to a better 
stopping place is acceptable as long as you keep your speed to approximately 20 mph. Pulling 
over immediately is not a good idea if it places you in the way of traffic. If your tire is not 
completely flat, you can try and make it to a repair shop as long as you check the tire pressure 
after every mile.  
 
Run Flat Tires 
To prevent this issue, you can purchase "run flat" tires, tires that are designed to survive up to 
100 miles so that you can drive to a repair shop. You will pay more, but they will certainly give 
you a sense of security. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.yourmechanic.com/article/how-far-can-you-drive-on-a-flat-tire
http://www.livescience.com/29473-drive-on-a-flat-tire.html
http://www.edmunds.com/driving-tips/run-flat-tires-a-primer.html


While this article uses multiple sources, all of the ideas and information in each 
section are directly taken from the cited sources. This is still plagiarism. 
 
You can of course share facts and information you found from various sources, 
and it's great when information is cited correctly, but articles should be a 
synthesis or analysis of the research done. Sections of articles should not share 
the exact same information without other details or examples included. 
 
Essentially all of the information in “Tires” section is the same as the information 
provided in this Live Science article, which was cited as a source for the 
information that you shouldn't drive faster than 20 mph on a flat. That citation 
was done properly, but that whole section mirrors information in the other article 
almost exactly. 
 
It’s also important to note that the anecdotal introduction was found to be 
duplicate to the Your Mechanic article cited in the first section. The introductions 
share the same premise that stopping on the side of the road could simply feel 
dangerous or be dangerous because the shoulder is narrow and that the article 
will go on to explain what to do in such a situation. 
 

Conclusion 
 
If an article covers the same topic of another article already published and relies 
on the same information, ideas or concepts, that's not original. You can have a 
controlling idea that focuses on a topic already covered in other articles online, 
but your article needs to contribute new information or ideas. Basically, consider 
what you can add to the conversation or discussion that isn't already present.  
 
Similarly, it's okay to include information and facts from "experts" or opinions on 
a topic from various sources, but articles cannot just be an aggregation of 
information from other articles, even if those articles are cited as sources. Articles 
need to have your own "voice" added, so to speak. If an article takes information 
and facts from multiple sources and just presents them all together, that's not a 
synthesis of ideas. An article that synthesizes information from other sources is 
going to build on the information or work other people have already done, 
providing readers with a new take on a topic or showing them connections they 
might not have made on their own. 

http://www.livescience.com/29473-drive-on-a-flat-tire.html
https://www.yourmechanic.com/article/how-far-can-you-drive-on-a-flat-tire

