
Summarizing & Rewording 
 
It’s common for writers to ask questions like, “I can’t find any sentences that are copied from 
the URL(s) the editor mentioned, so how can my article be plagiarized?” 
 
Directly copying work is just one example of plagiarism. If the majority of your ideas come from 
a single source or if your entire article is a summary of one source, and you don’t add in 
additional insight, that is a type of plagiarism. 
 
Consider these portions from an article about what to do if someone has a concussion: 
 
 
Emergency patient transport can provide you with immediate medical attention. You should 
always see a doctor after a hit or blow to the head. However, some concussions can have very 
serious side effects. These side effects may include the following: 
 

 Slurred speech 
 Seizures 
 Confusion 
 Constant vomiting 
 A really bad headache 

 
It is important to look for problems around your brain. This is done by checking your nervous 
system. Your doctor does this by testing your reflexes, nerve function, coordination and balance. 
To further investigate, your doctor may order some scans. 
 
The two types of scan are CT and MRI. A CT scan is an x-ray that uses computerized images to 
take pictures of your brain. It can also be used to check for swelling or bleeding on the brain. A 
magnetic resonance imaging test (MRI) uses magnetic energy to take pictures of your brain. 
There is a possibility that these scans can come back negative. However, it does not mean you do 
not have a brain injury. The damage is just not present on the scans. 
 
Rest seems like a simple solution, but it is one of the best treatments for a concussion. Your 
brain still has to heal after the symptoms are no longer present. Some patients do not 
understand what their doctor means by getting rest. In the beginning, you should not be 
watching TV, on the phone, listening to music, no texting or reading. You need to get cognitive 
and physical rest. 
It is important to not take the judgement of the person with the concussion after the fall. A 
concussion affects your brain, which makes it hard to make rational decisions. You have a better 
chance of recovery when diagnosed early. 
 
 
Now look at this article about what to do if you think you have a concussion.  

http://www.brainline.org/content/2012/06/what-should-you-do-if-you-think-you-have-had-a-concussion.html


There is of course going to be some overlap in information because there are only so many 
symptoms of a concussion, but there are some big similarities between the articles in form and 
organization on both the macro and sentence levels. 
 
For example, the plagiarized article follows the same progression of ideas and points with little 
variation in detail or language structure.  
 
First, both start out by explaining that prompt medical attention is needed and what the 
symptoms are. The second sections in both articles then explain the tests done and that a scan 
might not show evidence of a concussion.  
 
The final section in each article explains that rest is the best treatment. These sentences are 
actually almost the same:  
 
Original: Simple though it sounds, rest is the best treatment we have today for a concussion. 
Plagiarized: Rest seems like a simple solution, but it is one of the best treatments for a 
concussion. 
 
Notice how the reworded sentence follows a similar structure and language to the original. This 
is an example of how not to summarize or paraphrase an original source (with or without 
credit). See Purdue OWL for more help on correctly paraphrasing sources. 
 
 

Conclusion  
 
If you write an article and all of the information in your article is just reworded from a source, 
that is plagiarism, even if you cite the source. Paraphrasing some information from other 
sources is okay, but you cannot base all of your ideas off an entire article, cite it, and call it 
good. 
 
“How-to” articles are especially prone to these issues. It’s important for these articles to add 
something new to the conversation or else they can turn into summaries of an article that 
already explains the process.  
 
It's true that you can't change the information or instructions for certain processes, but the way 
you explain that process should be supported by information or examples gathered from your 
own experience and/or from a variety of resources (and not just a single source). Taking a 
unique angle or spin on the topic is also a great way to distinguish your work from already 
existing sources.  
 
Head back to Plagiarism 101 | Common Forms of Plagiarism and How to Avoid Them for more 
information and resources.  
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/619/1/
http://blog.writersdomain.net/2016/08/31/plagiarism-101

